
right.  Parameters such as:

• When my pet stops enjoying treats
• When my pet stops eating
• 

The decision about those boundaries has to 
be right for you and your pet.  Ask a pet-
loving friend or family member to be your 
companion at this time and to assist you 
through this emotional journey.  

When you have found yourself in the 
place of considering euthanasia, your grief 
journey has already begun.  Be kind to 

during this time, and allow yourself the 
time to make the decisions that are best for 
YOUR heart.

 
Making this decision for your beloved 
pet will involve others that have been in 
your pet’s life.  Family members, friends, 
and other pets will be affected by this 
decision as well.  Understanding everyone’s 
emotional connection to the relationship 
that was shared with the pet will aid in 
guiding you before, during and after the 
procedure.  

Allowing children to be present during this 
euthanasia process itself will be a personal 
decision that a parent will have to make.  
Deciding factors will be the age of the child 
as well as their maturity level.  However, 
in all situations with a child, it is important 
to use the correct terminology regarding 
euthanasia and how the decision was made 

Loving unconditionally

a companion for your journey

sleep,” “put to sleep,” and “destroy” are some 
words that will create anxiousness in a child 
regarding the euthanasia.  By using correct 
medical terminology, it will be easier to assist 
the child through their grieving journey.

Regardless of their presence at the actual 
process, children of all ages certainly have 
their right to say good-bye to this beloved pet.  
Other “pet friends” will also want to have their 
time to say good-bye too.  The grief journey 
will be unique to each participant as each one 
“remembers” his or her pet friend who has died 
a “good and fortunate death.”

Things to Remember

You will be sad, I understand.
Don't let your grief then stay your hand.
For this day, more than all the rest,
Your love for me must stand the test. 
I know in time that you will see 
The kindness that you did for me. 
Although my tail its last has waved, 
From pain and suffering I've been saved

-Unknown.
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a part of the thought process. There will be
another part of this decision that you should
also consider, the fact that you are the pet


